Return to Rural

Project Description:

Return to Rural is an exciting project aimed at attracting and retaining early and mid-
career families to the rural remote communities of the Special Areas and MD of Acadia
No.34 region. The return to rural philosophy is built on the idea that by blending technology and
community, it is possible to create an environment where anyone can live their dream life in a rural
community. We are providing exceptional technology and business supports, striving to create a
social media strategy that works for the youthful demographic and developing municipal strategies
that are in alignment with a youthful vision for the future.

The main components of our innovative project are:
e Meaningful youth engagement
e Building the best rural technology network in rural Alberta
o Staff positions dedicated to business and technology support
e Inventive social media strategy and targeted marketing campaign
e Alignment process for municipal planning and youth vision and values

Project Partners:

SAMDA Economic Partnership - www.samda.ca

AB Culture and Community Spirit - Voluntary Sector - www.culture.alberta.ca
Special Areas Board - www.specialareas.ab.ca

Project Funders:
Rural Community Adaptation Grant Program - Government of Alberta
Special Areas Board

Why is this important? :

Many small rural communities are struggling. There is a missing link in many of these
communities....early to mid-career families. Rural communities identify youth as a huge opportunity,
but struggle to develop strategies that resonate with this group. The combination of timing, current
economic climate and technology have created an opportunity for small communities to reach out to
young people and start sharing the message that there is room and opportunity in rural communities
for young families.

Who might be interested? :
e Community Leaders
e Economic Development Alliances

e Government officials RETURN TO RU RAL
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Institution SAMDA Economic Partnership Ltd.



